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Morality Without
Religion
by Professor Manouchehr Jamali

The difference between morality and religion
is that a moral act can have human value,
whether one believes in a religion or not. But
morality without religion has no value. If
morality is not religious, it is considered
invalid. Whereas the value of a moral act
comes from itself, not from the religion or
belief it rests upon. When religion claims
ownership of morality, it limits it and makes
itself its exclusive possessor, (and says that |
exist and therefore, morality also exists).
Morality is bound up with human freedom; it
is free will that gives moral acts their value.
Our social freedom cannot exist without such
moral freedom or liberal thought. A human
being without religion can achieve moral
results. Freedom without religion will be pos-
sible and more powerful and joyful. Man can-
not be virtuous without religion— that is what
religion says. But in my view, morality is hon-
esty, purity, joy and vitality. One of the major
reasons for the lack of moral progress in a
nation is precisely this dependence of moral-
ity on religion. To remove this dependence
and subservience, we must give value solely
to the good deed itself, not to belief and faith.
Valuing a good act requires not belief or faith.
We should not carry the burden of old and
false ideas and thus oppress ourselves for
centuries and follow what our forefathers
have told us for a long time and have given us
the wrong guidance. Our duty is not to carry
the dead body of old thoughts and ideas. No
thought, however small, is too small to awak-
en our intellectual independence, and it is
preferable to the greatest thought that will
end up demanding servitude or captivity from
us.

Surah 4-4 (Al Nessa)

4. And give unto the
women, (whom ye marry)
gift of their marriage por-

tions; but if they of their
own accord remit unto
you a part thereof, then
ye are welcome to absorb
It (in your wealth).

occupied land could claim to have

established, had a prophetic mis-
sion to protect this identity.
And. That is exactly why the national cam-
paign for taking back this genuineness from
foreign swordsmen started from the next day
after their settlement of the Arabs and did not
stop until total independence was achieved
and as “Renan” said “even though Iran
accepted Islam, it never surrendered to Arabs
and their desert culture”.
The Arab swordsmen did not bring anything
new from religious point of view. The only
thing that changed in the process was that
Ahura Mazda was replaced by Allah,
Fereshteh's to Angles and Ahriman to Shaitan
(satin) and Zoroaster was replaced by
Mohammad. What Iranians could rightfully
ask from the new faith, other than heaven and
myths of paradise, was the justice and equal-
ity which were taken away from them by the
Sassanid priests. And this theocratic policy of
the priests caused the appearance move-
ments like the faith of Mazdak.
But not only that Iranians did not achieve the
desired equality and justice but unfortunately
lost their superiority of 1,400 years as well.
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Historic Fraud

by Shojauddin Shafa

The undeniable reality in history is that Islam
was forced on Iran by the way of the sword,
without the Iranians ever looking for it, like the
ways it was forced upon the other lands in near
east and north Africa and Spain and this is why
when the Arabic sword became dull, in Poitiers,
France, expansion of Islam came to a halt in
Western Europe and when this sword stopped
working in Constantinople , the way to Eastern
Europe was also closed to it.

This myth that Arabs brought Islamic equality to
Iran because it suffered of social inequities and
religious discrimination during Sassanid
dynasty rule, is another fraudulent toast in his-
tory. Although these inequalities really existed
and these dissatisfactions were also present in
the society, the Arab conquest not only did not
end any of these problems, but added many
heavier inequities to the existing ones, the most
unacceptable of which was rapid discrimina-
tion.

A well-known Arab historian describes the his-
torical situation this way: “Arab conquerors con-
sidered themselves superior to others and
treated Iranians in particular as inferior. They
referred to them as Mowlam, meaning ‘freed
slaves,” and, as an expression of contempt,
said that the three things that invalidate Nemaz
(prayer) are dogs, donkeys, and Iranians.”

If unlike the Spaniards, Iranians finally accept-
ed the faith and religion of the conquered
because with the fall of the Empire, there was
no basis left for. Zoro asterism, where in Spain,
with the fall of Andalusia, the people had a
huge backing of Christian in Europe, outside of
Spanish borders.

In the credible book of history of Qum, written
by a Moslem historian in 4th century hegira,
related to this reality, writes that, “the Arabs
took the action of destroying all the dams in
existence in the great river which caused the
drying and destruction of all the farms and
fields belonging to the people.”

Surah 33-59 (Al Ahzab)

59. O Prophet! tell thy
wives and thy daugh-
ters and the women of
the believers to draw
their cloaks close round
them. That will be better,
so that they may be
recognized and not
annoyed. Allah is ever
Forgiving, Merciful.

“They were always in fight form with the city
dwellers. They would destroy their rivers and
dams and the people did not have any way to
defend themselves and were forced to give in
to their wishes, between the Arabs call for
prayers, the farmers of the area would curse
them.”

“In such conditions, the only way left for
Iranians to fight was to modify and color the
faith of the Arab rulers like their own national
faith and according to Edward Brown “the alter-
ations and changes resulting from acceptance
of Islam among the Iranians never penetrated
further that skin and never reached the depth.”
Iranians with new ideas like Shiism and
Mysticism, very soon changed this new faith
that was forced upon them by Arab swords to
something that even though had some similari-
ties to Islam, but its content was very

different from what the Arab prophet had in
mind.

So, a nation whose existence from 1,400 years
before the onslaught of Arabs had combined
religion, language and culture and identified
with them, which no other of the Arab
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