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March 2026

AWAKENING

Issue # 160

Criticism of Religion

Dedicated to : Faraj Sarkouhi

Criticism of religion and criticism of sacred figures have
been a necessity in all societies; but which group - cultural,
political, or social - has shaken society more?

All religions regard their domains as "sacred", absolute,
supra-historical, and supra-human, and tolerate criticism
and mockery of these domains as "blasphemy against the
sacred", as an offense against the beliefs and values of the
majority of people. Although they differ in defining "blasphe-
my" and "the sacred", they are nonetheless of one mind in
principle.

Some religious believers tolerate criticism of religion at the
level of intellectual inquiry and within specialized forums,
but the majority of the religious believers consider criticism
of religion- especially when expressed in artistic and liter-
ary works and in the form of satire, parody, or mockery-to
be blasphemy against the sacred" and an insult to religious
beliefs. They respond either by demanding that such work
be banned by law, or by resorting to the judgment of
"morality" and "ethical values".

From this point of view, a book that narrates a story differ-
ent from the official account of political life and the love
story of the Prophet of Islam; a painting that presents an
image different from the official interpretation of the Prophet
and the saints; a caricature that portrays sacred figures in
a satirical manner; a play that ridicules the creator and the
meaningless nature of creation; and, in general, all artistic
and literary works that critique religion and present an alter-
native image of the prophets and other saints - are not con-
sidered criticism, but are labeled "blasphemy against the
sacred". In the view of defenders of religion against criti-
cism, "the religious majority of society' and their feelings
and emotions are wounded by frank criticism of the founda-
tion of religion.

Salman Rushdi examined the history and sacred figures of

Surah 9-30 AlTobeh

30. And the Jews say: Ezra is
the son of God, and the
Christians say: The Messiah is
the son of God. That is their
saying of those who disbe-
lieved of old. God (Himself)
fighteth against them.

Surah 9-31 AlTobeh

31. They have taken as lords
beside God their rabbis and their
monks and the Messiah son of
Mary, when they were bidden to
worship only one God.
There is no God save him.
Be he glorified from all that they
ascribe as partner (unto him)!

early Islam with a critical gaze, and in the language and
aesthetic of his time recreated Satanic Versus from his own
perspective.

When Khomaini issued his fatwa calling for Rushti's killing,
religious reformists in Iran -who present themselves as
advocates of freedom - verbally opposed the fatwa, and
some even went so far as to write articles on the "Satanic
Verses" of religious rules and the spread of criticism of reli-
gion in this domain signals the end of monopolistic author-
ity of religion. Without the prevalence of criticism of religion,
rationalism, humanism, democracy and human rights do
not become institutionalized in society.

Modernity and the cultural, scientific, and political develop-
ment of Western Europe arose from the ground of criticism
of religion; and religious criticism - whether in the form of
philosophical and theoretical debates, or in the from of
artistic and literary works, including satire or dramatic pres-
entation was articulated.

Liberalism and democracy were realized upon foundation
of criticism of religion; from criticism of religion emerged the
critique of society (the movement from “critique of heaven"
to "critique of earth"), critique of religion developed into the
critique of ideology, critique of ideology into critique of law,
and critique of law into critique of politics.

The replacement of the authority of critical reason and
questioning human beings in place of the Creator; human-
centeredness instead of God-centeredness; science
instead of faith; doubt instead of certainty; questioning
instead of religious dogma; and earth instead of heaven
were only possible through desacralizing all religious and
non-religious concepts as objects of criticism in agreement
with fatwa.

Caricaturists in Denmark, who associated the sacred histo-
ry of early Islam and the holy wars or prophet's wars, were
accused of violence by confronting the fundamentalists.
But the religious reformists too, whether out of belief or
expediency, refrained from wounding the

emotions and feelings of the people in defense of the right
to freedom of expression.
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An Examination of a
Verse from the Quran...

Dr. M. A. Mehrassa

Verse 16 of Sura al-Isr?, "And we intend to destroy a
town, we command its affluent residents to become
engaged in immorality and corruption; as a result, pun-
ishment justly descends upon them, and we destroy
those people for the crime of corruption and depravity."
Pay close attention to the actions of this Allah, the cre-
ator of the universe! If this verse, sentence, or statement
were spoken or written by anyone else, in any other lan-
guage or manner, the reader would undoubtedly write
alongside it that the speaker or writer of such words is
either insane or a terrorist!

The inhabitants of a city or nation, or a society are living
decently and righteously, without any corruption or
depravity, without any crime or sin, simply going about
their lives; Suddenly, Allah decides to destroy this decent
and righteous people. Yet he has no reason or justifica-
tion for this action. So since He is Almighty and can pen-
etrate people's minds and disrupt the thoughts and deci-
sions of his creatures. He forces the affluent citizens of
the town to change their morals and compels them to
turn toward corruption and depravity and become sin-
ners. Then, because of the very sin that He Himself com-
manded, He sends the entire population of the city -
home and livelihoods included - into oblivion!!

Why? Truly why?! Is there truly anyone of all these
devout and zealous Moslems who can justify this act of
Allah? One must ask the likes of Dr. Nassr, Mr.
Bazargan, and the Bakhtiari Nejads - those who fabri-
cate mathematical miracles for the Quran -yet they are
oblivious of such a miracle! The miracle is right here!
The verse obviously and clearly states: Since Allah has
no reason to destroy the good people of that city, He first
commands the wealthy individuals of the area to engage
in corruption and depravity; Then on the basis of this
very self-created corruption, He annihilates the people.
This is exactly like a case in earlier centuries where a
sultan whimsically decides to eliminate a family or clan
for no reason; So he orders a few members of that fam-
ily to commit theft, plunder, murder, and pillage, and to
violate the honor of others; When they are finished and
return home, he orders his agents to go to and destroy
that family on the grounds of theft and violation of honor.
Or appoints one person to kill another; then upon his
return, arrests the same agent for murder and executes
him.

Is such a book, with such content, really what intellectu-
als describe as Islam - complete and sufficient for all
eras?

Should one laugh at such a God, or weep for him? A god

Surah 9-32 AlTobeh

32. Fain would they put
out the light of God with
their mouths, but God
disdaineth (aught) save
that he shall perfect his
light, however much the
disbelievers are averse.

so enamored of killing and so immersed in savagery that
he decides to wipe out a number of innocent people! Yet
he has no reason for this action, because they are
decent and upright people. So he commands-remember,
he is the Almighty God, capable of changing the mindset
of people and of the wealthy of the nation; and forces
them to commit reprehensible acts and engage in cor-
ruption and depravity so that he may have enough rea-
son to totally annihilate the innocent people!!

Shame and curse be to such a god. This Allah who is the
product of Mohammad's making, is the same as the
Roman Kaiser who orders Rome to be set on fire so that
he could look at it and paint the view.

Surah 17-16 Alasra

16. And when we would
destroy a township we send
commandment to its folk
who live at ease, and aftere
ward they commit abomina-
tion there in, and so the
word (of doom) hath effect
for it and we annihilate it
with complete annihilation.
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