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November 2025

AWAKENING

Issue # 157

Abraham and Isaac

Why did God want to test Abraham by commanding
him to sacrifice Isaac? If the Good Lord is informed
and aware of everything that goes on in His kingdom,
why did He not know His prophet so well as to see
into his soul without conducting a frightening experi-
ment? Incidentally, Abraham had two more sons,
Ishmael and Esau, who God basically pays no atten-
tion to. Perhaps God does not consider concubine
slaves as human, and so does not consider her off-
spring human as well.

Of course, to interpret these stories and transliterate
them in a way more quieting to modern stomachs,
students of the Torah have come up with explanations
as to why these stories are not meant to be taken lit-
erally. To paraphrase Reza Fazeli (may his memory
live forever), these sages opine that God did not know
how to express himself, and these commentators had
to correct his interpretation. What is more ridiculous
than that?

The respected interpreters of the Torah continue that
because Abraham himself was against idol worship-
pers who sacrificed their children, God pretended to
force him to sacrifice his own child, to make sure that
he is faithful to Him. If anyone of sound mind thinks
this makes any sense, please write and let us know.
Anyways, we have reached the point where Abraham,
accompanied by his innocent son, Isaac, who is com-
pletely unaware of his predicament, arrives at the
slaughter spot. Abraham’s slaves are currently at the
base of the mountain, believing that Abe is up there to
pray with his beloved son. Several questions present
themselves for discussion here.

Abraham has lied through his teeth to everyone at this
point about his intentions. Why does God change his
mind about lying between Abraham and Moses, the
latter of whom he commands “thou shalt not lie?”
Why is God so down with slavery? Does he believe
those not chosen by God should be treated as subhu-
mans? What precedent does this set for the future?
Why do the slaves who see the knife in Abraham’s
hand on the way to the mountain not wonder what
exactly he plans to slaughter? Remember he has no
livestock with him.

So now we're at the top of the mountain. Abraham,
the man chosen by God to rule over all nations, ties
the hands and feet of his son Isaac and lays him down

Surah 8-12 (Al Anfal)

...l will throw fear into the hearts
of those who disbelieve. Then
smite the necks and smite of

them each finger.

on a pile of wood (so that the body may be burned
after being slaughtered). At this point, two angels
appear, tell him he has passed the test God set for
him, and can stop now.

It is interesting to observe that God spoke directly to
Abraham from the beginning of this ordeal up to the
top of the mountain, but as soon as he puts the knife
to the neck of his child, God sends angels and they
deliver the message to the prophet. Why did God sud-
denly chicken out? Was he embarrassed or some-
thing?

One funny theory is that the two slaves at the bottom
of the mountain realized what their schizophrenic
master was about to do to his son, dressed up as
angels, hurried up the mountain on the opposite side,
and role-played as messengers of God in order to
save poor Isaac’s life. In any case, it makes no less
sense than the actual biblical narrative.

This begs many questions. If God is merciful and
kind, why is everyone supposed to be afraid of him?
Threatening harm on someone, especially for a trifle,
is considered criminal and menacing. If Abraham lived
in this era, wouldn’t he be sent away to an insane asy-
lum? Or is it righteous for fathers to terrorize and mur-
der family members in the name of God?

Why did Abraham not offer himself in sacrifice, and
instead acquiesce to killing his son? Perhaps the Lord
could have brought him back from the dead (he’s all
powerful, right?) That would no less be a test of faith
than forcing Abraham to kill Isaac. It sounds like God’s
prophets are as cruel and selfish as he is.

And lest we forget, the whole point of this ordeal was
for God to make sure that Abraham was worthy of
having his offspring be blessed, given abundance,
and allowed to rule over all the nations and the stars
in the sky. Why did God forget his promise? Why were
the Jewish people exterminated time and time again,
forming today a very small minority in the world?

Surah 33-61 (Al Ahzab)

./Accursed, they will be seized wher-
ever found and slain with a (fierce)
slaughter.

Surah 4-74 (Al Nesa)

...Who so fighteth in the way of Allah,
be he slaim or be he victorious, on
him we shall bestow a vast reward.
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Ali, son of Abu Taleb

Between 632 and 654 ADS, the nascent Arab
caliphate conquered Persia with astonishing
rapidity. The Arab tribesmen were, broadly
speaking, uncivilized barbarians who did not
have anything resembling “culture” as you or |
would understand the term to mean today. Nor
were they predisposed to concepts of “reason” or
“kindness.” So, in order to prevent Persian civi-
lization from disappearing entirely, the Iranians
took it upon themselves to create internal division
among Arabs. Ali, the fourth Caliph of Islam, was
a man whose major talent in life was the destruc-
tion and plundering of civilizations greater than
his own. He had no talents or skills to speak of,
except carrying on the violent traditions of his
predecessors. In other words, he was the perfect
character to unleash upon Islam so that it might
spend millennia devouring itself rather than con-
tinuing its bloody conquests. This master tactic
remains the main tool Iranians have in their arse-
nal. It should be noted that Iranians never expect-
ed that Islam, in the long term, would continue to
be the brutish religion that it arrived as. Iranians
expected that the crime, corruption, ignorance,
and superstitions which make Islam an unserious
religion would be transformed after generations
of contact with higher cultures. Unfortunately, this
was proven a mistake, as modern day Muslims
continue to keep the negative attributes of Islam
alive to this day. The Islamic virus, like the simi-
larly named Coronavirus, is an equal-opportunity
malady. It affects young and old, rich and poor,
educated and illiterate, and afflicts them with var-
lous moral and behavioral illnesses, such as
ignorance, superstition, and cruelty, until their
minds completely wither away and they cease to
be functional human beings. Overall, religion is
the deadliest virus of all, by far more addictive
and disastrous than any other malady. If the indi-
vidual himself does not want to be saved, he will
not be. Rather, governments with capable,
informed, and compassionate leaders may be
effective saviors.

Surah 4-89 (Al Nesa)

...If they turn back (to enmity)
then take them and kill them
wherever ye find them and
choose no friend nor helper
from among them:

Is there such a thing as “Islamic

Extremism?”

One of the most misleading and incorrect state-
ments often used in discourse is the statement
“radical Islam” or “extremist Islam.” In reality,
“moderate Islam,” supposedly in contrast to the
former, is a fiction. Islam is not ice cream and lol-
lipops. It exists in only one form, and as soon as
a Muslim accepts the Quran, he becomes an
extremist Muslim.

The Quranic verses regarding the creation of the
world and the development of life are obviously
nonscientific and against all rational understand-
ing of the universe. Moreover, they are highly
misogynistic and in opposition to modern liberal
values. Those who want to make Islam a peace-
ful religion eventually reach a wall of resistance
which they are unable to overcome. Like many
Muslims, they must live life lying to themselves
about the true nature of their inner beliefs.

Surah 4-91 (Al Nesa)

...If they keep not aloof from
you nor offer you peace nor
hold their hands, then take
them and kill them wherever ye
find them, Against such we
have given you clear warrant.
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