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Richard Dawkins

Christians and Muslims, ultimately, follow
perversions of the Jewish religion. The first
part of the Bible is the Torah, and the Quran
is extracted from Jewish texts. These three
religions are classified as the “Abrahamic”
religions, as they stem from the prophet of
that name who is considered the patriarch of
all Jewish tribes. These three religions are
also classified as “monotheistic” since they
profess to believe only in one god.

God, as the followers of Abrahamic religions
know him today, was actually one of many
gods worshipped by the ancient Israelites.
Through a series of interactions with
Egyptians and Persians, who pioneered the
idea of one big guy lording over all of cre-
ation, the Israelites began prioritizing worship
of the weather god, Yahweh. But they were
not necessarily unbelievers of other gods,
which is why the first commandment says
“thou shalt have no other gods before me.”
As mentioned, Christianity began as an off-
shoot of Judaism, pioneered by a messianic
rabbi named Jesus Christ. Like other reli-
gions considered dangerous cults, it was
banned by the Roman Empire, then the dom-
inant power in the Mediterranean. In 312 AD,
Emperor Constantine did an about-face, not
only legalizing Christianity, but converting
himself, and declaring it the official religion of
the Empire.

The polytheistic undertones of Judaism sur-
vive in the other Abrahamic religions.
Christians and Muslims believe in an evil
counterpart to God, variously called Satan,
Lucifer, Iblis, Ahriman, etc. Though the deuvil
is not a god per se, he is a sort of divine enti-
ty who is constitutionally predisposed to fight
against the good omens of Jehovah. This
good-evil dynamic ultimately comes from the
ancient Persian religion of Zoroastrianism,
which highly influenced the Jews during their
exile in Babylon.

More on Pharaoh and Sarah In the Torah two
rulers, Pharaoh and Abimelech, attempt to
sleep with Sarah before strangely going
unconscious. God, busy doing nothing except
watching his creations 24 hours a day, enters
the sleeping mind of the king and warns him
about the great sin he is about to commit. It is
the families of the kings, strangely, who seem
to be afflicted by God’s wrath.

How is it that the great and almighty God,
who has created (and, presumably, must
administer) the whole universe full of planets,
stars, galaxies, suns, and potentially infinite
space, has the time to interfere in the sex
lives of humans? Why must he turn what
should be a great occasion full of laughter,
mirth, pleasure, and joy into a bitter episode?
We later learn that Abraham was not entirely
being untruthful as Sarah is really his stepsis-
ter. It is not exactly clear why God is so
enraged at random kings simply because
they took Abraham ter. It is not exactly clear
why God is so enraged at random kings sim-
ply because they took Abraham at his word.
Nor is it clear why God does not come to
Sarah earlier and warn her of the event that
her extracurricular activities are about to
result in.

Ultimately, what kind of a God punishes the
wives and children of local rulers by obstruct-
ing their urinary tracts? What lesson is the
discerning reader supposed to take away
from this?

Al Nesa-34

24-Men are in charge of women, because
allah hath made the on of them to excel the
other, and because they spend of their
property (for the support of women). So
good woman are the obedient, guarding in
secret that which Allah hath guarded. As
for those from whom ye fear rebellion,
admonish them and banish them to beds
apart, and scourge them. Then if they obey
you seek not a way against them Lo! Allah
is ever high exalted great.
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Our Message to the World:
Iran Will Once Again Be the Land of Law

Kurosh Kalhor

We, the people of Iran, heirs to a civiliza-
tion thousands of years old and the first
nation to offer the Charter of Freedom and
Human Rights to the world, declare today,
with one voice and unwavering resolve:
The Iran of tomorrow, after the overthrow
of the un-lranian regime of the Islamic
Republic, will be built on the foundations
of law, justice, and human dignity.

For over four decades, the Islamic
Republic, through crime, corruption, and
betrayal, has spilled the blood of thou-
sands of innocents, trampled on free-
doms, and plundered the wealth and
nature of this ancient land. This dark rule
Is not only the enemy of the Iranian people
but also the enemy of Iran’s history and
culture, an indelible stain on our nation’s
record that will only be cleansed through
its complete overthrow.

Yet we, the people of Iran, declare to the
world:

Our path forward is the path of justice, not
revenge; the path of fairness, not hatred,
the path of reconstruction, not destruction.
All those who ordered or carried out
crimes, torture, repression, and plunder
will, without doubt, be tried in independent
courts and according to recognized inter-
national standards. At the same time, offi-
cials and administrators whose hands are

not stained with blood or corruption will
unquestionably benefit from conditional
general amnesty. This justice will be real-
ized through the formation of truth-finding
commissions, special courts with

the presence of international observers,
and the adoption of a national law of con-
ditional amnesty.

The future of Iran will rest not on blood
and vengeance, but on law and justice. No
innocent person will be punished, and no
criminal will escape the gaze of justice.
Together, we shall break the cycle of
hatred and begin the cycle of law and
reconstruction.

Iran, the land of the world'’s first charter of
human rights, sends this message again
to the world today: In the new Iran, justice
will replace oppression, law will replace
tyranny, and humanity will replace cruelty.
The Islamic Republic is doomed to
destruction. But the Iran of tomorrow will
be a nation governed by law, peace-lov-
ing, and committed to universal human
rights; a country where only criminals are
prosecuted, the innocent is pardoned, and
the law rules equally overall.

With reliance on our history and culture,
and with one united voice, we declare to
the world: Iran will once again be the land
of law.
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