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Issue # 155

Surah 2-223 (Al Baghareh)
223. Your women are a tilth
for you (to cultivate) so go to
your tilth as ye will and send
(good deeds) befor you for
your souls, and fear Allah,
and know that ye will (one
day) meet Him. Give glad tid-
ings to believers.
(O Muhammad)

The Ifs and Buts of
Abraham’s Torah
By Kourosh Soleimani

Pharaoh’s Sleeping with Sarah Why, in the
land where God chose Abraham to be his
prophet, do the people suffer from famine and
drought, while idol worshippers in Egypt live in
comfort, affluence, and plentitude, to the extent
that poor Abraham should be forced to leave
his land and migrate to Egypt? Why did God,
who omnipotently watches and rules over his
creations (and especially his prophets) never
ask Abraham why he decided to migrate to
Egypt and leave the land that was given to him
by God?

Why did Abraham not ask God for help when
he arrived in Egypt and was intimidated by the
abuse of Pharaoh and the Egyptians? Why
was he forced to introduce his beautiful wife
Sarah as

his sister? Why did Abraham (chosen for
unknown reasons to be a prophet of God) not
simply use his own wisdom to cover Sarah with
a velil or burga, so that she would be safe from
the eyes of the evil Egyptians? Why does God
not protect his prophets and their wives, and

admonish them when they take matters into
their own hands?

Why should Pharaoh, a serial womanizer, fall
so deeply in love with an old hen like Sarah?
Was there a famine of young women in Egypt?
Or was Pharaoh afflicted with some strange ill-
ness that attracted him only to mistresses of a
certain age? In all the annals of psychology,
even the greats like Sigmund Freud have never
reported on such an illness.

Why was the almighty and wise God, who
omnipotently watches over the actions of his
creatures, and marks in his little notebook
whether their deeds are virtuous or sinful,
unaware of the salacious intentions of
Abimelech and Pharaoh? At the very least,
could he not have disabled the sexual desires
of these promiscuous rulers to avoid a scan-
dal?

Why were Pharaoh’s actions even considered
a sin against God? Contemporary religious and
common law would not have forbidden
Pharaoh’s actions. He was simply marrying the
sister of another man. But for whatever reason,
he gets punished severely for his gratification
and joy.

And ultimately, why did the pure and chaste
Sara, the wife of the prophet of God, do
absolutely nothing to prevent a great sin, going
happily to bed with a strange man rather than
showing some kind of resistance?

Surah 33- 52 (Al Ahzab)
52. It has not allowed thee
to take (other) women
henceforth, nor that thou
shouldst change them for
other wives even though
their beauty pleased thee,
save those whom thy right
hand possesseth. And Allah
Is watcher over all things.
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Surah 4- 15 (Al Nesa)
15. As for those of your
women who are guilty of
lewdness, call to witnhess
four of you against them.
And if they testify (to the
truth of the allegation) then
confine them to the houses
until death take them or
(until) Allah appoint for
them a way
(through new legislation).

Karl Marx and...

Before the Enlightenment era, Christian theology
held that all living matter was created, as is, by
God. Adhering to that doctrine, Bishop James
Usher (1581-1656) estimated the age of the
Earth at some 6000 years. But beginning in the
early 19th century, English scientists began dis-
tancing themselves from Bishop Usher’s theory,
at a time when all the dogmas regarding how the
worldworks were being challenged using new sci-
entific techniques. Advances in geological tech-
niques, in this case, put to bed the idea that the
planet was anywhere near as youthful as the
Bible describes.

Then there was the idea that living things never
go through evolution. Archaeological digs
unearthed the bodies of ancient animals, whose
skeletal remains did not resemble any extant ani-
mal species. Therefore, they either had to have
gone extinct or evolved into different species;
but in either case, the idea of creation as an
unblemished canvas except for human efforts
was discredited.

Enter Charles Darwin, who under the influence of
his geologist friend Charles Lyle, began studying
biology in earnest. Darwin came up with the the-

ory of evolution, which stipulates that animals
change over time in a process known as “natural
selection,” based on random genetic mutations
that give some parts of a species beneficial traits,
which in time become dominant attributes.
Darwin and Lyle worked together to publish the
now-famous work.

Karl Marx considered himself a student of
Darwin, and applied Darwin’s field to his own,
sociology. Marx and his friend Frederich Engels
wished to undermine class society with
Communist revolution, and destroy the bourgeois
system, “evolutionizing” in a way the labor move-
ment. Ideas of “social darwinism” also popped up
on the far-right of the political spectrum, with an
emphasis on exterminating "undesirables."

A later influential economist, John Maynard
Keynes, considered Marxism the worst among alll
“isms.” Keynes, in a letter written to the famous
Irish screenwriter George Bernard Shaw, stated

that the book Capital written by Marx was highly
undesirable and should be discouraged from
study in universities. Keynes considered the
Marxist ideological project as stemming from the
foolish mistakes of an older economist named
David Ricardo. He considered Capital not unlike
the Islamic Quran, and speculated as to how
these books were able to become admired by
half the world.

Surah 9- 5 (Al Tobeh)

5. Then when the sacred
months have passed, slay the
idolaters wherever ye find
them and take them (Captive),
and besiege them, and pre-
pare for them each ambush.
But if they repent and estab-
lish worship and pay the
poor-due, then leave their
way free, Lo! Allah is
forgiving, Mercifull.
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